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" indepernident evaluation committee
suggested it “‘take steps to bring its work

- ali-American in his newspaper career, f!
Isaacs, interviewed at the Council’s New

- NNC activity. - - . . :
" “Jf it were not for my devonon to the

"have gone near the Council- all these
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Norman Isaacs, new chaxrman of the
National News Council, calls himself the
*grandfather of the ethics movement.”

Geriatric protestations to the contrary,
the 63-year-old news veteran is still in
there fighting, eagerly planning and im-,
plementing new prajects at the NNC.

The media watchdog organization has

been makmg a concerted effort to ex-
pand its range of activities ever since an

more widely and more positively to the
attent:on of the public and the profes-
sion’” last winter, .

-Bomn in England, raised i m Ca-nada, but

York offices recently, seemed partxcu-
Jarly p!eased with current expansxon m

concept (of an independent media
watchdog organization), 1 would not

years,”” he said. *I felt at the begmmnu
-that blinders had been put on 1t by its
original charter,””

Until the release of the evaluatmn'

- committee report last February, the

. primarily from the John and Mary R.

* organizations, the nationwide wire ser-
the gag laws,” Isaacs said.

NNC, established in 1973 with grants

- Markle Foundation and Twentieth Cen-
tury Fund, considered complaints on
faxmess and accuracy of news reporting
m the “‘national’’ media,. specifically,

“the national print and electronic news

" vices as well as supplemental wire ser-

- vices, the national weekly news
‘magazines and broadcast networks.”
.. The evaluation committee recom-
-mended that the organization broaden its

- all media whether national or local in
. initial circulation,” a step Isaacs believes

-'only logxcal-—-dlrecnon.

; most exclusively on the idea of (natxona]
.medxa) complaints,”” he said. *‘It was

“now working on, in addition to its

umque I‘GSOUI'CCS. . ";; .

purview to include *‘the entire nation and

- will take the Council in the best—and

#*Up to this time we've been lxvmo al- '

" sort of a strange life, it depended on who
wanted to bxtch But that sno longer our |
so]e purpose.” . .

-What the media watchdog group is

m:wly-w:dened roster of complaints, isa

- series of pro,zects that capAtﬁlbIr%gﬂtho

. Norman lsoacs . -

Aspen Instntute Program on J ustice, Soc—

“iety @nd the Individual, Sylvia Roberts, .

president of the legal defense and educa-
tion fund of NOW, and advisor Roger J.

‘California Supreme Court, and on the
Jjournalistic perspective of media mem-
bers, among whom are Ralph Otwell,

~ editor of the Chicago Sun-Times, Irving
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“role with anybody, we can be the mid-
i dleman between the press and bar and

- ment,” he added. - - -
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1 . the Columbia University Graduate

¥, CIA director George Bush last June asan

- Traynor, former chief justice of the

Dilliard, former editorial page editor of -

the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Richard

_ Salant, president of CBS News, and Wil- -
liam A. Rusher, publisher of the Na-

‘tional Review, the NNCis *““trying to find |
its way through the thicket qurroundmg

RE “Smce the NN Cis not m an adversary

‘Gag law review
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" try to explore ways to seule the argu-
In addition, the Cmmcnl is bnngmg
- together participants in the 1976 Presi~
dential debates to examine their opera-
_tion and to make recommend'mmts for
- any fulure contests. It is compiling
comments by media critics on the func-
tion of ombudsmen in the American
press, and it is distiibvting a momhly
newsletter that bneﬂy summ’mz.es its ac-
- tivities. Co
And it will receive ﬁxrther pu‘bhmly in
upcoming issucs of the Columbia Jour-
nalism Review, which, aided by a $12,-
000 grant from the leham and Mary
. Greve Foundation, wm publlsh NNC

“lIsaacs, currerrlly éd}tbr in residence at
=.School of Journalism (*“I might be temp-
< ted to leave it if we got worked up at the

" NNC a little more,” he admxlted),
proudly cited the Councx!‘s meeting with

example of new NNC activism.”

**Other newspaper organizations

“ couldn’t get past'gate two,” the former

. American Society of Newspaper Editors |

" and Associated Press Managing Editors

president commented. “The CIA wasn’t i
about to give it to them. But the N\IC[
was perceived as being outside the ()our— .
. nalism) professxon. As far as 1 know it '
- was the first time the CIA has cooper-
ated with a media organization.”

The intelligence agency’s affi lmtlons
thh Amgrican news organizations was
the top:c of dnscussxon at the meeting.

Also mentioned in the same- context
“was the Council’s condemnation of re-| -

i strictive press proposals brought up by{ "~ .

Thu'd World nationsata UN ESCO'mest-
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